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E.O. 11652: NA 
TAGS: PINT, CA 

SUBJECT: OTTAWA COMMENT ON LEVESQUE INAUGURAL ADDRESS 
REF: A) OTTAWA 1461: B) OTTAWA 1436; C) QUEBEC 0104 

1 . IN CONTRAST TO AMPLE MEDIA ATTENTION TO PREMIER 
LEVESQUE'S INAUGURAL ADDRESS (REF A), OFFICIAL OTTAWA 
COMMENT, FROM LIBERAL GOVERNMENT OR OPPOSITION SOURCES, 
HAS BEEN MARKEDLY SPARSE. 

2. ONLY COMMONS MENTION OF ADDRESS WAS IN SHORT MARCH 9 
EXCHANGE BETWEEN NEW DEMOCRATIC PARTY (NDP) LEADER ED 
BROADBENT AND PM TRUDEAU. NOTING LEVESQUE'S STATED IN 
TENTION TO DEAL IMMEDIATELY WITH QUEBEC'S ' BRUTAL UNEM- 
PLOYMENT CRISIS" AND HIS DESIRE TO COOPERATE WITH FEDERAL 
GOVERNMENT IN THIS AREA, BROADBENT ASKED TRUDEAU IF 
FEDERAL GOVERNMENT READY TO PICK UP THE OFFER. TRUDEAU 
RESPONDED ARCHLY THAT "I HAVE NOT BEEN APPRISED YET OF 
PREMIER LEVESQUE’S SPEECH" BUT THEN ADDED THAT "IF PREMIER 
LEVESQUE IS DISPOSED TO CO-OPERATE WITH US IN THIS MATTER 
OR ANY OTHER MATTER WHICH IS FOR THE WELFARE OF THE IN- 
HABITANTS OF QUEBEC WE WOULD BE VERY HAPPY TO CO-OPERATE". 
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3. ONLY OTHER COMMENT FROM PROMINENT POLITICAL FIGURE HAS 
BEEN FROM FINANCE MINISTER MACDONALD WHO NOTED, REPORTEDLY 
BOTH AT NEW YORK PRESS CONFERENCE AND ON NATIONWIDE 
CANADIAN RADIO TALK SHOW, THAT SPEECH SEEMED TO BE REFLEC- 
TION OF PRE-ELECTION PARTI QUEBECOIS (PQ) CAMPAIGN WITH 
EMPHASIS ON GOOD GOVERNMENT AND NOT ON SEPARATISM. 
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ACCORDING TO CANADIAN PRESS (CP) REPORT OF NEW YORK RE- 
MARKS, MACDONALD SAID, "IT SEEMED TO ME IN SOME WAYS THAT 
THE SPEECH FROM THE THRONE THAT HE PRESENTED YESTERDAY WAS 
MORE CONSISTENT WITH THE POSITION THAT HE HAD TAKEN DURING 
THE ELECTION CAMPAIGN THAT HE WAS REALLY NOT RUNNING ON A 
SEPARATION TICKET, BUT ON A GOOD GOVERNMENT TICKET... .IT 
STRUCK ME THAT HE WAS STEPPING BACK FROM THE QUESTION OF 
INDEPENDENCE; BACK TO THE CONCEPTION OF BETTER GOVERNMENT 
FOR QUEBEC." 

4. COMMENT: OFFICIAL COMMENT ON LEVESQUE'S SPEECH WAS 
NOTICEABLE CHIEFLY BY ITS ABSENCE. REPRESENTATIVES OF 
LIBERAL PARTY, AND OFFICES OF PRIME MINISTER AND PROGRES- 
SIVE CONSERVATIVE LEADER JOE CLARK OFFERED EMBOFFS FOLLOW- 
ING EXPLANATIONS. ALL AGREED ON TWO BASIC REASONS. FIRST, 
SPEECH DID NOT CONTAIN ANY "NEW REVELATIONS". IN SHORT, 
MACDONALD THESIS IS CORRECT THAT SPEECH STRESSED PRACTICAL 
LEGISLATIVE PROPOSALS AND AVOIDED SEPARATIST RHETORIC (AS 
WELL AS ANY OTHER DIRECT CHALLENGES TO FEDERAL-PROVINCIAL 
RELATIONSHIP). NO COMPELLING REASON, THEREFORE, FOR 
FEDERALISTS - LIBERALS AND DC ALIKE - TO COMMENT AND GIVE 
THEREBY EVEN MORE MEDIA COVERAGE TO LEVESQUE AND PQ. 
SECOND, POLITICAL FIGURES IN OTTAWA HAVE BEEN PREOCCUPIED 
WITH RECENT, DRAMATIC TURNAROUND IN POLLS OF LIBERAL 
PARTY'S AND TRUDEAU'S FORTUNES, AND WITH POSSIBLE RAMIFICA- 
TIONS OF THIS DEVELOPMENT (REF B ). IN LATTER REGARD, 

THERE HAS BEEN CONSIDERABLE SPECULATION AS TO WHETHER 
TRUDEAU WOULD CALL EARLY NATIONAL ELECTION IN JUNE. AT 
MARCH 10 PRESS CONFERENCE, HOWEVER, TRUDEAU VIRTUALLY 
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SHUT THE DOOR ON THIS PROSPECT. ENDERS 
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